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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE NEW DELHI 14088 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: CGEN, IN,US 

SUBJECT: CONSULAR CONVENTION 

REF: STATE 219699 

1 . MEA LEGAL ADVISER, DR. JAGOTA, ADVISED EMBOFFS AT 

OCTOBER 4 MEETING THAT HE WAS NOT PREPARED TO COMMUNICATE GOI'S 
VIEWS CONCERNING PRINCIPAL ISSUES IN THE CONSULAR CONVENTION. 

HE SAID THAT HE WAS STILL AWAITING FURTHER ASSESSMENTS OF THE 
PROBLEMS INVOLVED FROM INDIAN CONSULATES IN THE U.S. AS WELL 
AS OTHER OFFICES IN MEA. JAGOTA SAID THAT HE WILL BE IN NEW 
YORK TO ATTEND THE UNGA FROM APPROXIMATELY OCTOBER 15 TO 
NOVEMBER 10. HE SAID THAT DEPARTMENT OFFICERS MIGHT WISH TO 
MEET WITH HIM IN NEW YORK DURING THE LATTER PART OF HIS STAY THERE 
TO DISCUSS THE CONVENTION. BECAUSE OF PRESIDENT CARTER S VISIT 
TO INDIA IN NOVEMBER, JAGOTA SAID THE EARLIEST AND MOST CONVENIENT 
TIME FOR A US NEGOTIATING TEAM TO COME TO NEW DELHI WOULD BE 
IN THE FIRST HALF OF DECEMBER. HE PROMISED THAT PRIOR TO THE 
VISIT OF THE US TEAM HE WOULD PROVIDE THE EMBASSY A LIST OF ISSUES 
THE GOI CONSIDERS ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT, WHICH HE HOPED WOULD 
EXPEDITE THE NEGOTIATIONS. 

2. COMMENT: IF DEPARTMENT DECIDES AGAINST MEETING WITH JAGOTA 
IN NEW YORK (WE DOUBT THAT HE WOULD HAVE HAD MUCH TIME TO FOCUS 
ON THE SUBJECT THERE), IT WOULD STILL BE USEFUL TO CONTACT HIM 
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BY TELEPHONE TO REITERATE OUR INTEREST IN COMMENCING 

NEGOTIATIONS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 

GOHRF.N 
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